Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 295 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.162; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.3.
In the title compound, C 22 H 21 N 3 O 6 Se, the heterocyclic ring makes dihedral angles of 50.03 (11) and 67. 75 (11) , respectively, with the benzene and phenyl rings. The terminal C atoms of the ester groups are disordered over two positions: the site occupancies for the C atoms are 0.62 (3)/0.38 (3) and 0.48 (3)/0.52 (3). In the crystal structure, weak intra-and intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions are observed.
Related literature
For biological activities, see: El-Kashef et al. (1986) ; El-Bahaie et al. (1990) . For closely related compounds, see: Bertini et al. (1984) ; Gunasekaran et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker APEXII area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) x À 1; y þ 1; z; (ii) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 1; Àz.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004 ); cell refinement: APEX2; data reduction: APEX2; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: PLATON (Spek, 2003) ; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97.
Supplementary data and figures for this paper are available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: IS2278). et al., 1986 ), antimicrobial (El-Bahaie et al., 1990 activities. The geometric parameters in the compound, (I) (Fig. 1) , agree with the reported values of similar structures (Bertini et al., 1984; Gunasekaran et al., 2007) .
The heterocyclic ring makes the dihedral angles of 50.03 (11) and 67.75 (11)° with the benzene and phenyl rings. The terminal C atoms of the ester groups are disordered over two positions; the site occupancies for the C atoms are 0.62/0.38 and 0.48/0.52. The molecular structure is stabilized by weak intramolecular C-H···O interactions and the crystal packing of (I) is stabilized by weak intermolecular C-H···O contacts (Table 1 and Fig. 2 ). ded at once and the mixture was gently heated on a water bath until gas evolution ceased. The selenium deposited on cooling was removed by filtration and the filtrate poured into crushed ice, extracted with chloroform and purified by column chromatography, using silica gel (60-120 mesh) to yield diethyl 2-[(4-nitrophenyl) (4-phenyl-1,2,3-selenadiazol-5-yl)methyl]malonate. Solvent used for crystallization is ethanol.
Refinement
The site occupancy factors were refined as C19 = 0.62 (3), C19A = 0.38 (3), C22 = 0.48 (3) and C22A = 0.52 (3) during anisotropic refinement. The C21-C22A, C21-C22, C18-C19 and C18-C19A bond distances were restrained to be 1.5 (1) Å. H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using riding model with C-H = 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for aromatic C-H, C-H = 0.98 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for CH, C-H = 0.97 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) for CH 2 , and C-H = 0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (C) for CH 3 .
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), with atom labels and 50% probability displacement ellipsoids for non-H atoms.
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